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Bermuda’s Stamps on Stamps

By Dr. Russell V. Skavaril

This article deals with the stamps on
stamps issues of Bermuda. Although
there are not many such issues, I have
found it an interesting challenge to col-
lect not only the unused stamps, particu-
larly in multiples, but also first day cov-
ers and postal his-
tory items which are
franked with the is-
sues concerned.

William Bennet
Perot was appointed
Postmaster of Ham-
ilton, Bermuda in
1818 and served in
that office until 1862.
During that time,

Post Office was closed was effected by
the individual dropping the letter and
the postage money in coins through a
slot in the door. When the Post Office
next opened, the Postmaster would col-
lect the letters and
the money and send
the letters on their
way., There devel-
oped, however, a
serious flaw in the
system. Occasion-
ally, the Postmaster
would find more let-
ters had been
dropped through the
slot than covered by

Postmasters  were
permitted to keep all
of the money paid for
postage at their re-
spective offices. By 1842, the law set 1d.
per half ounce for letters, commonly
called “inland notes”, with prepayment
of the fee being mandatory.

Prepayment of a local letter when the

The middle value of Bermuda's centenary issue of
April 11, 1949,

the coins collected.
It was impossible to
determine who had
paid and who had
not. The only reasonable plan of action
was to forward all of the dropped letters,
even in the face of the Postmaster being
defrauded.

(Continued on page 3)

Thailand Revealed
By Dana Middleton

Like many of us, I began collecting
stamps on stamps as a “fun” collection
when I reached the “can’t find/can’t af-
ford” stage in my other collections. Hav-
ing always had an interest in Asia, one
of the first things I noticed was the rela-
tive paucity of our topic from Asian
countries. One exception to this observa-
tion is Thailand which has issued sev-

eral series, singles and souvenir sheets
featuring the SOS theme. These emis-
sions provide a window into Thai history
and culture. Thailand, which was Siam
until 1950, means “free land”. Thais’ will
tell you they are the oldest independent
country in the world. While this is tech-
nically true, they have been heavily in-

(Continued on page 2)
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Thailand Revealed
By Dana Middleton

(Continued from page 1)

fluenced by whatever country in the
area was the major power at the
time. Also, the country has been
well served by its geography. During
the period of British and French
colonization in Asia it was conven-
ient to have a buffer state between
their competing interests in India

and Indo-China. SULARY
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The first SOS set appeared in
1973 in conjunction with the Second
National Philatelic Exhibition
(THAIPEX). This set has four
stamps and an unusual souvenir

THAIPEX 73
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sheet (Scott 676 — 679a). The
stamps depict four of the nine Kings
of the Chakri Dynasty, which was
established in 1782 and continues to this day. The first
king chose the dynastic name Rama and today’s king is
Rama IX.

The monarchy is the glue which holds the diverse
Thai society together. Prior to 1932 the monarch had
absolute power and was considered to be divine. Com-
mon people were not allowed to look at or touch him or
any of his immediate kin. One of the members of the
royal family drowned at the summer palace. It is said
that the person could have been rescued, but the only
people who could swim were commoners who could not
touch the royalty on pain of death. The king is still held
in a semi-divine status and, as more than one tourist
has found out, joking about him or any member of the
royal family , can land you in a very unpleasant Thai
jail.

The first stamp in the 1973 set, the 75 Satang value,
reproduces Thailand number 1. The original, issued in
1883, contains a portrait of King Chulalongkorn or
Rama V. He ruled for 42 years from 1868 to 1910 and
radically changed the Thai life style by introducing
Western technology and ways. Rama V was the king
depicted in the famous musical “The King and I". Until
very recently neither the movie nor the play had been
allowed in Thailand because it was seen as disrespect-
ful to the King. The backgrounds of the four stamps in
the set show parts of ten different Thai stamps.

Rama VI was King from 1910 — 1925 and is shown on
the second stamp. His main accomplishment was to
continue the Westernizing of the country. Rama VII ap-
pears on the 1.50 Baht stamp which reproduces Scott
#209. During Rama VII's reign from 1925 —1935, a revo-

Thailand #67%, issued August 4, 1973, has phony perforations between the stamps

lution in 1932 ended the absolute power of the monar-
chy. The final stamp in the set shows Scott #244 which
pictured Rama VIII who was king from 1935 — 1946.

Following the usual Thai policy of accommodating
the strongest power in Asia, Thailand initially favored
Japan in World War II. Gradually Thai sympathies
changed to favor the Allies despite undergoing bombing
by Allied air forces.

An interesting sidebar is that after they attacked
Pear]l Harbor, the Japanese pressured Thailand to de-
clare war on the United States. The Thai Parliament
obliged and a formal declaration of war was generated;
however, the Thai Ambassador in Washington refused to
deliver the proclamation to the State Department. Con-
sequently, Thailand was not considered to be a belliger-
ent by the U.S. and escaped occupation by the Allies
when the war ended. I have talked with the former Am-
bassador who confirmed the story.

The souvenir sheet, shown above, depicts the four
stamps of the set. At first glance it appears the sheet
could be broken apart, but on closer examination it
turns out the perforations are phony. One wonders
whether or not the individual stamps were valid for
postage . Does anybody have the souvenir sheet or one
of the stamps non-philatelically used? (Part II of this ar-
ticle will appear in the April, 1999 SOS Signal)

Dana Middleton retired in 1990 from the Department
of Defense. His collecting interests include Malaysia,
Singapore, Burma, Republic of China, Indo-China,
French Offices in China, U.S. and Great Britain.
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Bermuda’s Stamps on Stamps

By Dr. Russell V. Skavaril

(Continued from page 1)

In 1848, Postmaster Perot implemented a solution
to the problem of individuals dropping letters through
the slot but not paying the fee. He produced adhesives
for the prepayment of local letters by removing the
name and day of the month plug from the current date
stamp. He would make perhaps as many as a dozen im-
pressions of the modified date stamp. Within each im-
pression, in manuscript, he would add the phrase “One
Penny” above the year date and his signature, “W.B.
Perot”, below the year date. The resulting stamps were
cut from the sheet and sold for 1d. each to individuals
posting letters when the Post Office was closed. One
stamp was to be affixed to each such local letter. As far
as is known, these adhesives remained in use as de-
scribed until 1856. A number of varieties of the stamp
have come down to us with respect to the paper on
which they were printed and the color of the ink used.
They are usually found cut round or cut in an octagon.

Occasionally, the Postmaster stamps are referred to
as “provisionals”. However, they are not properly called
“provisionals” in the strictest sense since they were
prepared and issued to serve as locals to be used for a
specific and limited objective. This, in part, accounts for
the great rarity. When examples are sold, it is not un-

—

COMMEMORATING
the CENTENARY of

The ‘PEROT’ STAMP |}
FIRST DAY COVER

April 11th, 1949

l — — .-v

common for the price to be in excess of six figures in U.
S. dollars. Luddington (1978) recorded on 11 known ex-
amples of the first Perot Postmaster stamp and Forand
(1990) recorded that same number. The British Royal
Collection contains three of these stamps.

The stamps are truly among the classic gems of phi-
lately. Few among us can afford to own a Bermuda
Postmaster stamp, but replicas of the first Postmaster
stamp (Scott recognizes three different varieties: X1, X2
and X3) have been featured on several of the stamps of
Bermuda. It is still possible that new examples of the
first Postmaster stamp remain to be discovered, the
most recent discovery of the first type of Bermuda Post-
master stamp being in 1934.

Philatelic items other than the unused stamps alone
can add considerable interest to a stamp on stamp col-
lection. The figure below illustrates a registered first
day cover to Iowa containing the three stamp centenary
issue. The official cachet has been applied on the cover
at upper right, whereas the printed cachet includes a
replica of one of the octagon cut Postmaster stamps.
Note that the stamps are inscribed “1948”, but were re-
leased in 1949. (Part II of this article will appear in the
April, 1999 SOS Signal)

Dr. Russell V. Skavaril is Professor Emeritus of Molecular Genetics at Ohio State University. He has been active in
international philatelic activities for many years as a judge and exhibitor. He recently edited a 20 year anthology of
articles from the Ascension, St. Helena and Tristan da Cunha Philatelic Society, which won a vermeil award in inter-

national philatelic literature competition.
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The Search for Postal Stationery

By Gaston Barrette

Following my article in the April 1998 issue of the SOS
Signal (“Postal Stationery: A Worthy Collectible”, pp. 3-
5), I was encouraged to develop this sector of our topic.
This meant making up a list of items starting almost
from scratch. The basis was meager and consisted of the
30 items recorded in ATA Handbook 122 and ten items
in my collection.

The objective of this article is to give information on the
present state of the project. For definitions and other
considerations, the reader is invited to refer to the
above mentioned article.

The absence of a master list of postal stationery com-
pared to Scott’s, Gibbons’ or Michel for stamps does not
facilitate the task of producing a want list. It is not
known how many items of stationery of the topic have
been issued. However, two catalogues exist: Higgins &
Gage which coverage stops at the end of the sixties and
Kessler which covers aerogrammes only.

A regular feature in the bimonthly Topical Time on new
issues of stationery by topic was finally chosen as the
starting point. The two topics “Postal Services and
Philatelic Events” and “Stamp on Stamp” narrowed the
area of research. The process went back to the first arti-
cle of May-June, 1992. Since it was believed that only a
small fraction of those items had a stamp on stamp as
the printed design or a stamp on the cachet, the origi-
nals had to be identified. This is where the dealers were
asked to send approvals. Correspondence is now well
established with one European and four American deal-
ers.

Hungarian postal card issued 9-5-94 for Budapest ‘94
showing Indonesia #359 in the stamp design and Hun-
gary #1539 in the cachet.

BUDAPLST 1944

If the list is to be as complete as possible, it is essential
to go back in time to the first issues. This is being done
mainly with the European dealer, but it will have to be
completed by a systematic examination of Higgins &
Gage and other catalogues.

So far, 475 items have been recorded. The list is made
up of two parts: identified items which number 275 and
for which the stamp reproduced and its place on the sta-
tionery is know, i.e., in the stamp design or on the ca-
chet; and 200 unverified items, a small proportion of
which will meet the definition of stamp on stamp postal
stationery when the originals are finally seen or corre-
spondents supply the pertinent information.

Russia is the country that has issued and is still issuing
the greatest number of items. There are 70 identified
items made up of 60% envelopes, 35% postal cards and
the rest air cards and letters. The Czech Republic is
second with 25 items, mostly postal cards. Hungary has
15, Australia 11 and Ireland 10. Of the 275 identified
items, 75 or 27% show the reproduced stamp on the
printed stamps design. If the list is broken down by
great periods, we find the following: before 1959, 16%;
1960-79, 23%; 1980 to date, 61%. As more items are
added to the list these proportions will certainly
change.

Members of SOSCU who are collecting postal stationery
could help in the project by asking for the list of unveri-
fied items or providing lists or photocopies of their
items. (See SOSCU News column for particulars).

Australian envelope issued in 1988 for SYDPEX 88 showing New
South Wales #77 (1888) in the stamp design and #77- 82, #85-6
(1888-89) on the cachet.
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Newly Identified Type B Items

By Frank Puls

Iceland, on June 17, 1961, issued three values for the

150th Birth Anniversary of Jon Sigurdsson (Scott #335-
7). The 50a (red), 3k (deep blue), and 5k (purple) show 8

erlead damian and amboased hga&c.lfrgm f;he g’rEViOUS

issue for the 1U0Lh Anivorsos

Sigurdsson issued on June 17, 1911 (Scott #86-91).

POLYNESIE FRANCAISE

French Polynesia celebrated the 20th Anniversary of its
first stamps with an issue on November 16, 1978 (Scott
#304-6). The three stamps are reworked from the 1958
definitive issue (Scott Type A24) issued on November 3,
1958 and have changed colors. The souvenir sheet
shown (Scott #306a) contains all three stamps in
changed colors.

20+ ANNIVERSAIRE DE LA PREMIERET
EMISSION DE TIMBRES-POSTE

"POLYNESIE FRANCAISE™

A Designer Error from Czechoslovakia
By Lou Guadagno

Prague Castle, also known as the Hradcany, was the 1919 second issue
subject of the first stamps of Czechoslovakia, all de-
signed by Alfons Mucha. This design with a number of
minor alterations was used for the second version of
these definitives and appeared in 1919-20. There are
three distinguishable types of the second version relat-

ing to the position of the sun, lettering and foliage.

Czechoslovakia commemorated the 40th anniversary
of its first stamp with a very handsome issue on Decem-
ber 18, 1958. Scott lists this as #896 and describes it as
“Stamp of 1918 and Allegory”.

The stamp being honored by a symbolic Czechoslova-
kia is not the first stamp of 1918 but the type issued in
1919. The first stamp had CESKO and SLOVENSKA read-
ing up and down in the side panes, while the second is-
sue has the country name in a horizontal panel below
the central design.

Scott #896 12/18/58 1918 first issue
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New Issues edited by Philipp Ferri and Joyce Storms

Date Country Values Stamp Reproduced Reason Scott #
98 05 09 France Strp 6 x 3fr  SY — Stamp on Envelope A Letter Through the Thread of Time 2648-53
98 0520 New Zealand 40c -$1.80 New Zealand #70 — 83 Centennial of Pictorial Stamps — Type B 1508-21
98 06 18 United States Sht9 1c-$2 US #285-93 Bicolor Reissue of 1898 Designs 3209a-i
98 06 18 United States * Sht9 ($1) US #292 Bicolor Reissue of 1898 Designs 3210
98 04 20 Belgium * |\ 7fr SY — Pseudo Stamp 75th Anniv., Belgian Stamp Dealers Assoc. 1690
98 05 15 China (PR) * 50f, 540f SY — Simulated Perforations 22nd UPU Congress 2868-9
98 05 20 Cuba * 1Ip SY — Pseudo Stamp Juvalux ‘98 3927
98 04 30 Poland 90gr Israel #8 Israel ‘98 3405
98 00 00 Uruguay $350-4 Uruguay #I, Switzerland #5 Int'l. Thematic Philatelic Exposition $/S To come
98 07 24 Canada 45¢ Canada #158 (Part) William Roué, Designer of “Bluenose” 1738
98 08 05 Neth. Antilles  * 75-225¢ Neth. Antilles #207, 846 Privitization of National Postal Service 845-7
98 00 00 Japan * 2 x 80y Ryukus #1, 228 50th Anniversary, Ryuku Stamps 2348-9
98 00 00 Tokelau * Ix$l Tokelau #1, 2, 3 50th Anniversary of Tokelau Stamps To come
98 00 00 St. P/ Miquelon * 3.00fr SY — Pseudo Stamp Philexfrance ‘99 ~ Overprint France #2620 665
97 02 12 Namibia * $1.30 SY - Pseudo Stamp in Margin Hong Kong ‘97 §/S 819A
98 00 00 Ukraine * 30k Pseudo Stamp on Label UKRFILEX ‘98 299
98 09 18 Spain * 150p SY — Pseudo Stamp in Margin EXFILNA '98 S/S 2954
98 06 18 Indonesia * 5000d SY - Pseudo Stamp Juvalux ‘98 - S/S 1774
98 06 27 Argentina * 75c Corrientes Type A2 250th Anniversary, Argentine Postal Service 2003a
98 03 01 Sudan * 100d Sudan #1 Centenary of Sudanese Stamps 507
97 10 15 lran * 200r SY — Stamps on Envelope World Post Day 2728
95 1201 Tadjikistan * 500r SY-Pseudo Stamp Overprint #70 Singapore ‘95 77
95 1201 Tadjikistan * 500r SY-Pseudo Stamp Overprint #71 Beijing ‘95 78
New on List=  *

S surOg Ny ;

T Swiatowa Wystawa

Poland #3405
Japan #2348-9
Belgium #1690
Tokelau # to come
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C I dassS iﬁ ed S featuring dealer-members

TOPICAL FIRST DAY COVERS

Dozens of topics available, including Stamps on
Stamps

Send a SASE for photocopies of items in stock for
your consideration

Les Rosen, 7724 Matchwood Lane
Liverpool, NY 13090

Email FDCsRFUN @aol.com

LONGWOOD TOPICAL STAMPS

Our free, customized price lists are prepared upon
receipt of your request, which means all items are in
stock at the time of mailing. We stock over 100 top-
ics and are totally committed to fair prices and 24
hours turn around on orders.

PO Box 915467, Longwood FL 32791
Phone 407-788-0605 Fax 407-788-8655

Email; billtopics@aol.com
Http://www .topicalstamps.com

TIMBRES THEMES
1221 Fleury E CP 35046
Montreal QC, Canada H2C 3K4

If you are serious about building your stamp on
stamp collection, contact us today.

Our worldwide stock includes specialized items

NEW ISSUE SERVICE

TOPICAL APPROVALS

WANT LISTS SERVICE

VIRTUAL “ON LINE” APPROVALS

Free price list available on request. SOSCU mem-
bers will be 1&Wen a privilege 10% discount on all
purchases. MasterCard and Visa accepted.

Our Fersonahzed service will bring your guaranteed
satisfaction. Write, call or email us today.

Tel/Fax 514-388-0157 Email: janiced@cam.org
Web site <http://www.cam.org/~janiced/index.html>

Members: CSDA, ASDA, APS, ATA and others

SOSCU News by Bill Critzer

Welcome to new members: Harry R. Skallerup, 51
Marjorie Trail, Ormond Beach, FL. 32174 is a retired
director of a university library; Robert L. Stewart,
118 Ridgewood Drive, Coppell, TX 75019 is a physician
rejoining the unit; Lee M. Roberts, P.O. Box 293527,
Sacramento, CA 95829-3527 is retired and is rejoining
the unit after an eight year absence. All three came to
us via the SOSCU web site.

If you wish to have a copy of the interim list of 275
postal stationery items, enclose a 32c SASE and $2 and
it will be provided to you promptly by return mail. If
your mailing address is outside the United States, en-
close $3 U.S. currency.

Joyce Storms, SOSCU’s Vice President and auction-
eer, reports on the auction which closed November 16,

1998, that the number of members bidding was small,
but the bids received were very good in terms of
amounts bid. The next auction will be mailed with ei-
ther the April or July, 1999 SOS Signal. If you have ma-
terial you wish to place in the auction, please send it to
Joyce Storms at 25 Prospect St., Branchville, NJ 07826.
Early receipt of material is of great help to the auction-
eer as the lotting and catalog valuation can be very time
econsuming. Thank you, Joyce, for your hard work rees-
tablishing the unit auction.

Boris Politziner is retiring as President of the unit
after close to 40 years of participation. He has been a
significant contributor to the vitality of the unit and has
been very active in philatelic affairs in his home terri-
tory of western New York state. We hope to have a per-
sonal and philatelic profile of Boris in the next issue.
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The SOSCU was founded in 1956. It is a non-profit philatelic or-

ganization serving a worldwide membership and is open to persons

William E. Critzer
Secretary-Treasurer and Editor
10999 Northshore Square
Cupertino, CA 95014

interested in stamp on stamp designs, stamp anniversaries and re-

lated topics. Dues are $8 per year for members residing in North

America and $1 | elsewhere. Officers serve without compensation

Phone/Fax: 408-777-0359
Email: willcrit@aol.com

We’re on the web

and are reimbursed only for expenses incurred on behalf of the unit.

You are cordially invited to associate with us.

Officers

President
Vice President

Grand Island, NY
Branchville, NJ

Boris Politziner
Joyce Storms

Secretary-Treasurer Bill Critzer Cupertino, CA
Webmaster Russell Skavaril Columbus, OH
htep://ourworld.compuserve.com/homepages/soscu Of Counsel Judy Hornaday Mission Viejo, CA

Italians Land in Iceland

By Joyce Storms

In early July, 1933, a flight of 24 seaplanes from Italy
landed in Iceland. The trip originated in Rome with 25
planes. When they arrived in Amsterdam, one plane
was lost and a crewman killed. The flight went on to
Ireland, Iceland, Labrador, Montreal and then contin-
ued to Chicago. They landed on Lake Michigan on July
15 to be there for the World’s Fair. The group consisted
of twin engine Savoia S55's and their flying time was 47
hours and 52 minutes. The entire time the group was in
the air it flew in formation. A few days later they flew
on to New York, lost a second plane and pilot in the
Azores, and then returned to Italy.

General Italo Balbo was leading the flight. He was
Italy’s Air Minister and was instrumental in developing
aviation in Italy. He was a leading light in the fascist
party, having been one of the directors of the march on
Rome in 1922. In 1931 he staged a 10 plane flight to
Brazil and in May, 1932 put on a massive air show for
Mussolini featuring 400 Italian made planes.

The original Icelandic stamps were from the defini-
tive issue of 1920 and the redrawn issue of 1931 which
pictured King Christian X (Scott Type A8). They were
overprinted in June, 1933 with “Hopflug Itala 1933” di-
agonally in two lines. They were issued for the visit

and to pay postage on mail that went to the United
States with the seaplane flight. On October 9, 1993 a
souvenir sheet was issued celebrating 60 years since the
air armada had landed in Iceland (Scott #772). It re-
printed the original “hopflug” stamps (Scott #C12-14)
with a sheet background of a map. While the face value
of the sheet is 160k, it sold for 200k.

Joyce Storms is retired from the United States Postal
Service and is Vice President of SOSCU.
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