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Re-issues in Vogue

e US 1998 bicolor re-issue of
the 1898 Trans-Mississippi
stamp designs are smashing

e New Zealand Centenary Is-
sue modifies designs of beau-
tiful 1898 Pictorials

e Great Britain has a unique
new printing of the Wilding
Definitives
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Cuban Errors Disappear

by Lou Guadagno

Various commentators have pointed out
that the 1961 Cuba 1c Stamp Day issue
shows a stamp printed in 1874 with a
cancel of October 10, 1868, and attribute
to it an obvious design error. Likewise,
the 2¢ shows the Maceo is-

ment for propaganda and fund raising
purposes, there being much sympathy in
the United States for their cause against
the Spanish. Also, by claiming a working
postal service in the areas controlled by
them, the revolutionaries

sue of 1907 and a May 20, k-
1902 cancel. Finally, the 10c
has a Jan. 1, 1959 cancel on b=
a stamp issued January 28, [
1959. This set (Scott 670-2)
does not have design errors.
The three stamps represent
important periods in Cuban

history and the “cancels” are titles of
those times with pertinent dates.

“Cuba Mambisa” marked the first
Cuban uprising against the Spanish and
began on October 10, 1868. The 10c
Arms of the Republic Stamp was issued
by the revolutionaries in 1874. The
Minkus Catalogue states this stamp was
“prepared but not issued” and it was
noted in Album Weeds that it was spuri-
ous or unneeded at best, but it did see as
much use as other revolutionary stamps.
It was produced by the Mambi govern-

Cuba #670

sought to make their gov-
ernment legitimate. How-
ever, most of the mail con-
sisted of military dis-
patches or soldier's mail
which did not need postage.
In any case, the stamps
were used locally on a lim-
ited basis and covers exist in the Cuban
Philatelic Museum. The stamps were
further maligned when stocks of the un-
used stamps were dumped on the phila-
telic market long after the war to raise
money to benefit veterans.

“Cuba Republicana” marked the
complete independence of Cuba and the
end of United States occupation since
the Spanish-American war , the date be-
ing May 20, 1902. The 50c Maceo stamp

(Continued on page 3)

The Missing Virgin

by Bill Critzer

One of the most intriguing rarities is the
Missing Virgin 1/- shilling error of the
Virgin Islands. The 1/- rose and black on
bluish paper was issued in 1867-68 for
this group of islands located in the West
Indies.

In the late 1800's a shop owner in
London was going through a batch of

Virgin Islands stamps and proofs. He
discovered a most unusual 1/-. The cen-
tral portion featured only a white section
of the rays which were supposed to sur-
round St. Ursula. But the holy virgin
herself was missing.

The error has an eerie appearance,

(Continued on page 3)
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1 40th Anniversary of the First Romanian Stamp

By Ray Dufour

To the average person, the name Romania might evoke
thoughts of Vlad the Impaler, Count Dracula, or Nadia
Comaneci, the great gymnast. To Philatelists, however,
Romania is recognized as a prolific postal administra-
tion of long standing in the philatelic community. 1998
marks the 140th anniversary of the first Romanian
stamp.

Since 1858, this southeastern European country has
issued more than 5,200 stamps, of which approximately
60 fall into the stamp on stamp area of study. On No-
vember 15, 1958, Romania issued a set of eight values
(Scott 1252-9) and a souvenir sheet (Scott C57 shown at
right) to commemorate its stamp centenary.

The first Romanian state, Walachia, appeared in the
early 14th century, and a second, Moldavia was formed
in 1349. Late in the 14th century, Walachia, and in
1455, Moldavia became vassal states of the Ottoman
Empire. Both remained Turkish dependencies until the
19th century. Following the Crimean War (1853-1856),
they both became independent principalities once again.

Stamps were introduced in Moldavia on July 11,
1858. Turkey, to whose sultan Walachia and Moldavia
still owed nominal allegiance, did not have stamps, and
Russia, the “protector” of the principalities, had been
using stamps for only a few months. On the other hand,
Austrian post offices functioned in the larger towns and
cities of the principalities, so the use of stamps was fa-
miliar to the commercial section of the population at
least.

In 1861, Walachia and Moldavia elected Prince Alex-
ander to govern them, creating the state of Romania
with its capital at Bucharest. Although the European
powers recognized the new ruler, separate postal ad-
ministrations were maintained until 1862.

The year 2008 will mark the 150th anniversary of the
first Romanian stamp. Here’s hoping that to com-
memorate this occasion, Romania will see fit to issue
one or more SOS stamps to add to our collections.
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Author Ray Dufour lives in a suburb of Montreal,
Canada, and works in the communications depart-
ment of a research institute. He began collecting
stamps at an early age, converting to stamps on
stamps in 1986. He joined SOSCU in 1992. Ray’s other
interests are bridge and chess.

Wilding Definitives Reappear

Stamp collectors who don't relish minutiae like distin-
guishing gum arabic from polyvinyl alcohol gum or who
don’t want to hover over an ultraviolet lamp in a pitch
dark room trying to discern original coated paper from
fluorescent coated paper will be estatic about these new
definitives.

The design of the stamps reverts to the Wilding de-
sign of the 1950s and 1960s, although the new stamps
have elliptical perforations that were not present on
the originals. This is the first time since 1967 that Brit-
ain has issued small-size definitives that do not use the

Excerpts from Linn’s Stamp News, April 13, 1998

Arnold Machin profile head of Queen Elizabeth II.

The prestige booklet issued March 10 is the first in a
series of three that will raise money for Stamp Show
2000, which will be held at Earls Court in London.

Some might look at this new prestige booklet as really
being only issued for collectors so that the bureau can
earn $12.35 a pop. Sometimes, I like to overlook the fact
that stamps have become “products” that get “marketed”
to make money for postal agencies.

Please turn to page six to see the illustrations of these
beautiful Type B stamps.
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Cuban Errors Disappear

(Continued from page 1)

was issued in 1907 and was not the first stamp of the
Republic. In 1902 Cuba used stamps designed and pro-
duced for the U.S. occupation government, and their
first stamps of 1905 were the same designs and values
with minor differences. The Castro government by-
passed these stamps and used the 1907 stamp honoring
a fallen leader of the Cuban revolt of 1895-98.

“Cuba Revolutionaria” marked the overthrow of
the Batista regime and the beginning of the Castro
revolutionary government on January 1, 1959. The 2¢
Freedom Fighter and Cuban Flag design was issued
later that year.

The Castro government has tied itself to the origi-
nal independence movement and has reproduced the

Revolutionary issues of 1874 and 1896 on seven sepa-
rate issues: see Scott #670, 1694-5, 1935, 2879, 2952,
3615 and 3937.

M 0T LERIL - D TIL SEIRD

The Missing Virgin

(Continued from page 1)

making it seem that the vir-
gin somehow miraculously
disappeared. Philatelists
presumed it was a printing
error - or was it? The Miss-
ing Virgin has been the sub-
ject of debate in many phila-
telic circles since it was first
discovered. Only eight cop-
ies, all unused, have been
found, and collectors have
been unable to determine
the exact origins of the er-
ror.

Some argue that the
stamp is a proof, and that it
was never intended to be
issued. Others argue that it was part of a trial sheet
produced when the colored solid margins were added to
the 1/-. Still others believe the Missing Virgin is
printer's waste which should have been destroyed. But
if this unusual stamp had been destroyed as printer's
waste, philatelists would have been robbed of the pleas-
ure and excitement of searching for any additional cop-
ied of this error, which may yet exist undetected.

The stamp was printed in sheets of 20, in four hori-
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Virgin Islands #363

known copies have been
plated, and each comes from
a position in either the first
or second horizontal row. If
it is assumed that the third
and fourth rows either were
destroyed or used, two mint
copies (ten minus eight) may
still be awaiting discovery.
The errors known to exist
have been part of the collec-
tions of such noted philate-
lists as Count Phillippe von
Ferrari, Arthur Hind and R.
B. Yardley.

Scott catalog wvalues the
Missing Virgin at $75,000.
What better reason for watching for two copies which
may still be undiscovered?

In appreciation of the editor's belief that this arti-
cle may heighten your awareness of this rarity, finders
of the Missing Virgin are requested to make an appro-
priate percentage of value donation to the SOSCU!

Excerpts from Linn's Philatelic Gems 1, 1989, Amos
Publishing Co.




PAGE 4

SOS SIGNAL

OCTOBER 1998

A Sleeper from Montevideo

by Frank Puls

The 3rd River de la Plata Philatelic Exhibition, Monte-
video, Uruguay, June 18-25, 1967 was commemorated
by a souvenir sheet with a value of 5% (Scott C319) is-
sued June 22nd. The souvenir sheet is imperforate and
was designed by Medina. This sheet shows stamp-like
illustrations (essays?) of General Jose Artigas of Uru-
guay and General Manuel Belgrano of Argentina. Both
were patriotic figures of their respective countries.

The stamp on the left shows a free interpretation of
the portrait of General Artigas
from the Uruguayan definitive of
November 21, 1910 (Scott Type
A90). The portrait is reversed
and without the original oval
frame. It might possibly be an
essay which was never issued.
The stamp on the right shows a
portrait from the first General
Belgrano stamp of Argentina, a
10c green definitive of 1867
(Scott #18A). The portrait is re-
versed and the inner oval frame
is retained, but the outer frame
1s changed.

I have never seen information in the philatelic press
about the possible story behind this rather unusual de-
sign. Thus, I can only act on what I perceive and infor-
mation I have seen in the Scott and Gibbons catalogues.
In my opinion, the designer Medina has been responsi-
ble for some of the most beautiful and accurate stamp
on stamp designs of both Uruguay and Cuba - and pos-
sibly other countries.

Therefore, I believe that much thought went into the
design of this particular souvenir sheet. I believe that
the Artiga stamps may have been an unused essay of

URUGUAY

3“ MUESTRA F!LATELICA RIOPLATENSE

JUNIO 1967

Uruguay #C319

an earlier period or, indeed, a pseudo design made to look
like a stamp

On the Belgrano type, I am more convinced that it is
indeed a type A or B stamp on stamp. First, there are 100
years between this issue and the first Belgrano issue of
1865-7 in Argentina. Why is the portrtait reversed? Per-
haps it may indicate the reverse view of an essay for an
engraver’s die.

Or, why do both portraits appear to be reversed, if we
assume that both are indeed stamps
on stamps? Perhaps the original
portraits were reversed because
they would not have “looked into the
center” of the souvenir sheet. To
transpose the portraits would have
meant that General Artigas would
have been placed in an inferior posi-
tion on the right hand side, leaving
the Argentine, general Belgrano, in
a distinctly superior position on the
left hand side. Hence, the possible
reversal of the portraits to make it
look better to the Uruguayan issu-
ers of the souvenir sheet.

For interest, see Argentina’s souvenir sheet issued on
June 22, 1967 for the same exhibition (Scott #839). Simi-
lar portraits (but not the same) are arranged in a reverse
way to those of the Uruguay issue described above.

CORREO !-ER.EO

Editor’s Note: Uruguay Scott #C319 has heretofore
been unidentified as a stamp on stamp. Which type is it...

A, Bor SY? Let me know, along with your compelling rea-

sons, and I'll put it on the checklist accordingly.

1956 North Borneo Pictorials b, frank pus

The 75th Anniversary of the founding of the Chartered
Company of North Borneo resulted in four interesting
pictorial stamps which meet our Type B criteria, but
which have not been listed as such. These stamps are
Scott #276-9 issued November 1, 1956. The original
stamps and designs on which they are based are:

#276 #121 (1897) Railway Loco
277 64 (1894) Proa Sailboat
278 66 (1894) Mount Kinabalu
279 63 (1894) Arms of the Chartered
Company
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Long Wait Rewarded with a Double

by Ray Dufour

Sixteen years is a long time, but for Canadian SOS col-
lectors the wait was well worthwhile.

On May 29, 1998 Canada Post issued a very attrac-
tive stamp on stamp to mark the 100th anniversary of
the 1898 Imperial Penny Post issue. Apart
from some postal stationery in 1991, the last
true stamps on stamps issued by Canada
Post were in 1982 to commemorate CAN-
ADA ‘82, the International Philatelic Youth
Exhibition (Scott 909-13).

The new - eye-catching $0.45 wvalue
(domestic rate) features a reproduction of
the Imperial Penny Post stamp, a portrait of Postmas-
ter General Sir William Mulock and Queen Victoria’s
crown. The reproduced “Map Stamp”, as it is commonly
known, allowed residents of Canada to send letters to
any destination in the British Empire at a flat rate of
two cents Canada, the equivalent of one British penny.

The original stamp featured a collage of Queen Vic-
toria’s crown, a map of the world on the Mercator pro-
jection with the British Empire displayed in red, and
the phrase “We hold a vaster empire than has been.”

It also bore the inscription “XMAS 1898” because
Mulock’s proposal of a uniform penny postage rate for
all mail within the British Empire, accepted at the 1898
Inter-Imperial Postal Conference, came into effect on
Christmas Day of the same year. Quite significantly in
the topical community, the map stamp is recognized as

the world’s first Christmas stamp.

Mulock, who served as Canada’s postmaster general
from 1896 to 1905, died in 1944 at the age of 100, an-
other notable centenary.

As if one SOS wouldn’t have sufficed to make
1998 a memorable year, Canada Post issued
a second SOS on July 24. This new arrival
honors William Roué (1879-1970), the Cana-
dian naval architect who designed the fa-
mous schooner Bluenose. The steel-engraved
§ commemorative superimposes a photo of
Roué over a reproduction of the 1929 Blue-
nose stamp (Scott # 158). About 75% of the original
stamp appears to the right of the Nova-Scotia born ship
designer. The value inscription has been changed to
$0.45 from the original $0.50 to
reflect the current rate.

Apart from the new SOS
item, the Bluenose has ap-
peared on the original 1929
stamp, a commemorative is-
sued in 1982 (Scott #913) con-§
sidered by many as the most
beautiful SOS ever issued. A stamp which appeared in
1988 celebrated Bluenose captain Angus Walters.

It can truly be said that 1998 was a very good year
for Canadian SOS collectors!

SOSCU News

D. Jackson reports that the “Bookshelf’ column by
James Mackay in the British publication “Stamp &
Coin Mart”for 9/97 reviewing a book entitled “Elvis in
the Post” mentions issues that might be overlooked in-
cluding a recent Disney release showing Huey, Dewey
and Louie making music. Tucked away in the corner is
a tiny reproduction of the 1988 German Elvis stamp.
Who knows which Disney issue?

Wes Shellen had a fine article on Sirmoor forgeries
in our last issue and received a write up on page 26 of
the June 29th Linn’s Stamp News. Thanks for helping
SOSCU get national philatelic publicity, Wes!

Lifetime Memberships are still in vogue. Give it
careful consideration; it makes economic sense. During
the next month, lifetime memberships are available for
the very reasonable introductory price of $125 in
North America and $160 elsewhere. After September
30, 1998 the price will increase to $160/220. Send your

check payable to SOSCU to the Secretary-Treasurer
today!! _

The Hans Wright Archive is complete. The editor
was delighted to receive copies of the missing early bul-
letins from Lou Guadagno.

Welcome! to new members Mike Knopfler, 345
Spring Garden Road, Montreal PQ, H9B 1S9, Canada;
Steven Scheibner, 16-70 Bell Blvd. Apt.219, Bayside,
NY 11360-1621; Anthony Spadaccini, 89 East Ave-
nue, New Canaan, CT 06840; Laurence Hausman,
8948 Brook Rd., McLean, VA 22102,

Donations were very gratefully received from Dr.
James D.F. Harris and Dana Middleton.

In response to the call for candidates for President
of the unit beginning in 1999, Wesley N. Shellen has
declared his candidacy and provided his dossier. A bal-
lot for election of officers will be in the next Signal.
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New |ssues edited by Philipp Ferri and Joyce Storms

Date Country
9708 15 United Arab Emi
97 11 I3 Niue

98 00 00  Sri Lanka

98 01 20 Czech Republic
98 01 30 France

98 02 03 United States
98 0221 France

98 0225 Czech Republic
98 03 10  Great Britain
98 0509 France

98 05 13 lsrael

98 0520 New Zealand
98 0529 Canada

98 09 09 Panama

98 05 27  Spain

98 06 05 Spain

98 06 05  Spain

98 00 00 Uruguay

98 00 00 Poland

98 06 18 United States
9807 24 Canada

96 07 05 Cambodia

New on List =
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Values
10-50c
$2+20c
2.50r
12.60kc
3fr

32c

3fr, 3fr+60c
2 x 30kc
20,26,37p
Strp 6 x 3fr
1.50-3.00
40c-#1.80
45c

50c, 1.50b
35p PCard
35p

70p
$3.50-4
90 GR
c-$2

45¢

1500r

Stamp Reproduced
Many UAE Stamps

New Zealand #AR 15
Ceylon #300

Type A8, Stamp of 1920

SY — Stamp on Envelope
US #RS 56

France #111, Type Al6
Like #2512, Type A87, (38 06 26)
G.B. Type Al29

SY — Stamp on Envelope

In Margin: Type A

New Zealand #70-83
Canada #86

Panama #588

On Cachet Spain #I

Spain #2129

Spain #546

Uruguay #1, Switzerland #5
Israel #22

US #285-93
Canada #158
In Margin: US #C3a

Reason

Emirates Philatelic Association

Aupex ‘97 — Part 2 SIS

50th Anniversary Independence
Czech Stamp Production

Valentines Day

Celebrate the Century

Stamp Day (booklet pane #2631a)
Prague ‘98 Int'l. Philatelic Exhibition S/S
QE Il Wilding Definitive

A Letter Through the Thread of Time
Postal/Philatelic Museum SIS
Centennial of Pictorial Stamps
Imperial Penny Post Centennial
Panama Canal Treaties

125th Anniversary First Postal Card
Antonio Manso, Stamp Engraver
Sanchez-Toda, Stamp Engraver

Int’]. Thematic Philatelic Exposition S/S
Israel ‘98

Bicolor Re-issue of 1898 Designs
William Roué, Designer of “Bluenose”
Early Aircraft S/S

Scott #
To come
B63

1211
3032
2626
3182f
2630-1
3036
1801-3
To come
1336

To come
1722
843-4
To come
2947
2948

To come
To come

To come
To come
1533
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Classifieds

TOPICAL FIRST DAY COVERS

Dozens of topics available, including
Stamps on Stamps

Send a SASE for photocopies of items in stock for
your consideration

Les Rosen, 7724 Matchwood Lane
Liverpool, NY 13090

Email FDCsRFUN®@aol.com

LONGWOOD TOPICAL STAMPS

Our free, customized price lists are prepared upon
receipt of your request, which means all items are in
stock at the time of mailing. We stock over 100 top-
ics and are totally committed to fair prices and 24
hours turn around on orders.

PO Box 915467, Longwood, FL 32791
Phone 407-788-0605 Fax 407-788-8655

Email: billtopics@aol.com
http://www.topicalstamps.com

TIMBRES THEMES
1221 Fleury E CP 35046
Montreal QC, Canada H2C 3K4

If you are serious about building your stamp on
stamp collection, contact us today.

Our worldwide stock includes specialized items
NEW ISSUE SERVICE
TOPICAL APPROVALS

WANT LISTS SERVICE
VIRTUAL “ON LINE” APPROVALS

Free price list available on request. SOSCU mem-
bers will be given a priveleged 10% discount on all

purchases. Mastercard and Visa accepted.

Our personalized service will bring you guaranteed
satisfaction. Write, call or email us today.

Tel/Fax 514-388-0157 Email: janiced@cam.org
Web site <http://www.cam.org/~janiced/index.html>

Members: CSDA, ASDA, APS, ATA and others

Philatelic Pioneering

from The Guinness Book of Stamps, Facts and Feats by James Mackay, 1982

The first stamp dealer was Jean-Baptiste Moens
(1833-1908) in Brussels, 1852, as a side-line to his
bookshop in the Galerie Bortier, Marche de la
Madeline. He became one of the outstanding authori-
ties on philately and published handbooks and cata-
logues. The firm of Stanley Gibbons, in the
Strand, London, is the oldest philatelic firm in the
world still in existence.

The first stamp catalogue was auto-
lithographed by Oscar Berger-Levrault in Stras-
bourg and circulated privately in 1861. This slim vol-
ume, entitled simply 7Timbres-Poste, did not give
valuations. The oldest catalogue in continuous publi-
cation has been produced by Stanley Gibbons since
1865. The runner-up is the Scott catalogue, which
was first published in book form in 1868.

The first collector of adhesive postage stamps
was Dr. John Edward Gray of the British Museum,
who purchased a block of Penny Blacks on 1 May
1840 and preserved it as a memento of the introduc-
tion of Uniform Penny Postage, a matter in which he
had taken a keen interest. Gray added to his collec-
tion as other stamps were issued and later published
one of the earliest stamp catalogues (1863) and the
first set of gummed album titles.

The first stamp collector was John Bourke,
Receiver-General of Stamp Duties in Ireland, who in
1774 formed a collection of fiscal stamps in an album
which he annotated as A Collection of the Impres-
sions to be made on every Skin, or piece of Vellum or
Parchment or every sheet of Paper, in manner and
form as hereinafter expressed.




STAMPS ON STAMPS - CENTENARY UNIT

The SOSCU was founded in 1956. It is a non-profit philatelic or-

ganization serving a worldwide membership and is open to persons

William E. Critzer
Secretary-Treasurer and Editor
13385 Country Way

Los Altos Hills, CA 94022-2400

Phone/Fax: 650-941-1567
Email: willcrit@aol.com

We’ré on the web

interested in stamp on stamp designs, stamp anniversaries and re-
lated topics. Dues are $8 per calendar year for members residing in
North America and $11 elsewhere. Officers serve without compen-
sation and are reimbursed only for expenses incurred on behalf of

the unit. You are cordially invited to associate with us.

Officers

President
Vice President

Boris Politziner Grand Island, NY

Joyce Storms  Branchville, NJ

Secretary-Treasurer Bill Critzer Los Altos Hills, CA
Webmaster Russell Skavaril Columbus, OH
hetp/ ourworld.compuserve.com/homepages/soscu Of Counsel Judy Hornaday ~Mission Viejo, CA

New Zealand Pictorial Centenary

Excerpts from Linn’s Stamp News, May 18, 1998

The 1898 Pictorials mark a watershed in New Zealand’s
stamp history. The stamps were among the first picto-
rial issues of the British Empire. Also, New Zealand
stamps had pictured portraits of Queen Victoria for
more than 40 years since the first New Zealand stamp
debuted in 1855. It can be said the 1898 Pictorials rep-
resent the world’s first tourism promotion issue.

The story of New Zealand’s Pictorial issue started in
1894, when the government approved the issue of a new
set of postage stamps that were to be “symbolic of the
land”.

A call for entries in a competition to obtain designs
for the stamps resulted in more than 2,400 submis-
sions. A judging panel was appointed to make the final
choices and these designs went on tour around the coun-
try. The stamps went on sale April 5, 1898, and imme-
diately found favor with collectors. New Zealand Post
said the decision to recreate the first pictorial issue 100
years later is testimony to both the continuing popular-
ity of this landmark issue and its philatelic significance.

The original issues are Scott #70-83. The new
stamps, issued May 20, 1998, feature modified versions
of the original 1898 designs and also bear new denomi-

nations ranging from 40c to $1.80. The 1898 set also
features an error in stamp design. On the 2%-penny
value, the name of Lake Wakatipu was misspelled as
“Wakitipu”. The design error is purposely repeated on
the new 80c stamp.

Mount Cook

Lake “Wakitipu™

Mount Cook is New Zealand’s highest mountain and
was pictured on the 1/2d low value (Scott #70) of the
1898 series, as well as in the design shown above which
appeared on the 5/- high value (Scott #83). This is a
beautiful set; don’t miss it!
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