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REJUVENATION BY Bill Critzer

You received a letter a few months ago from SOSCU President Boris Politziner who brought you up to
date on the status of our unit and requested volunteers for the job of rejuvenating our group. This
bulletin is tangible evidence that volunteers did come forward. I have agreed to be Secretary/Treasurer
and editor of this publication. In order to attract me to this position, it was agreed that my compensation
would be equal to that of our President. It consists solely of the psychic benefit coming from association
with our interesting members and the stamps on stamps theme, and I am looking forward to collecting it.

SOSCU’s checklist of stamps is in need of updating and Phillip Ferri, a long time member in Zurich,
Switzerland has been very generous with his time and knowledge by providing his database of stamps to
use as the core information for this task. Joyce Storms, a member from New Jersey, has volunteered to
keep the new issue information current and the material prepared by her will be appearing in each of the
forthcoming quarterly bulletins. Phillip and Joyce will be the editors of the new issue page in the
SIGNAL.

ATA Handbook 122, Stamps on Stamps, edited by Bunny Kaplan is, to my knowledge, complete through
1991. The American Topical Association has formally indicated their willingness to work with us to
produce an updated checklist which will probably be published early in the year 2000. In the meantime
Phillip Ferri and I will endeavor to bringthe checklist-current from 1992 through the middle of 1997 and
make this available to all of you as soon as possible, probably early in 1998. This will be in a detailed
format similar to that used in Stamps on Stamps; as you can imagine, it takes a great deal of time to put
this information together and check it for accuracy. Nevertheless, we are making steady progress on this
huge project and will present it as our New Year’s gift to you.

The Western Philatelic Library is located about ten miles from my residence. This is one of the finest
public philatelic libraries in the United States today, containing over 3,000 lineal feet of shelving full of
books, catalogs and bound periodicals. It will be an invaluable resource to me as your editor. The items
you see in the lined blocks on the masthead are there at the request of the WPL librarian who says this
type of information makes it much easier for him to keep track of publications. The librarian is a retired
executive who volunteers over 1100 hours a year to keep the library operating smoothly. The library is
expanding its collection and will have a place on its shelves for the SIGNAL, as there is no philatelic
publication which knowingly escapes the librarian’s attention and interest.

An interesting letter was received by Boris Politziner from member Charles € Ouyang of Wuhan, PR
China. Charles has some impressive achievements relating to SOS and other topical collecting.

“I am a retired teacher, age nearly 75, healthy. I began to collect stamps when I was 14 in
1937. I was a member of APS in 1948, but I did not keep my membership after 1949 when
China was liberated. After that I made no progress in collecting. Only when the Communist
Party adopted the policy of OPEN DOOR did I continue my hobby in 1980. Soon I joined the
China Philatelic Society of London and the China Stamp Society, USA. I began to collect in topic
form in 1983. I chose the theme of stamp-on-stamp and soon built a collection of more than 100
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pages. I showed my collection in some small exhibitions and won praises. But when an
international jury from Beijing talked in a philatelic class about topic collecting that
stamp-on-stamp was not a good topic because you could not get a high award in high rank
exhibitions, I felt a little disappointed.

After repeated considerations I decided to continue my interest. Not only didn’t I give up on
stamp-on-stamp, but furthermore 1 strengthened my efforts to collect and study this theme 1
started publishing a small size journal with the title “The World of Stamps-on-Stamps” in Chinese,
mimeographed, unperiodically. 1 sent it to other SOS lovers in China free of charge. From
August 1989 to December 1993 1 published 25 issues and stopped because my wife was ill of
cancer and passed away in 1995,

Through this small journal I made constant connections with over 50 SOS collectors all over this
country. Herewith I am sending you a few copies of my poor mimeographed little journal. Then
2 friends in Xian (where the terra cotta figures have been unearthed) and I started writing a book
in Chinese “Stamps on Stamps” and it was accepted by the Post & Telecom Publishing House in
Beijing. After a few years’ setbacks, the publishing house decided to publish this book within this
year. 1 am now busy inspecting, correcting and supplementing the editor’s computer-typed
manuscript, finishing the world’s SOS catalogue and preparing stamps and souvenir sheets for
illustrations. The book is expected to be available before the end of this year.

I also established the Wuhan Thematists’ Club in March 1989 with 20 members at first. Now the
club has over 100 members not only within this city but also from nearby counties and cities.
Every second Saturday we meet to inspect members’ collections and make suggestion to improve
them. Thus the level of members’ collections rise quickly. Our members have gotten high awards
from exhibitions of ranks of city, province, nationwide and even from international ones. Last
year in the 7th Wuhan City Exhibition, our members won all the 5 gold awards and at the ‘97
Hubei Provincial Exhibitions our members won 1 gold and 4 vermeils. This year we finished
compiling the first volume of “Selected Works of Topical Philately” in Chinese. This book will be
available soon. There will be 18 articles in it. As to my other interests, I collect British stamps
and US stamps and topics of irregular-shaped stamps and I collect some environment protection
items. Formerly I collected famous paintings, but I sold that collection.”

Thank you, Charles, for sharing these extraordinary accomplishments with us. Best wishes for great
success with your books.

ABOUT OUR AUTHOR

Judy Hornaday'has been a member of SOSCU for over twenty years. She started as a worldwide
collector during childhood and migrated to topicals. Her topical interests also include turtles and musical
instruments.

Judy wishes to express her indebtedness to Louis Guadagno for his extensive assistance in developing the
list of stamps used in her article. If you have any additions or questions about her article, please write to
Judy at 22446 Estallens, Mission Viejo, CA 92692.




SOS SIGNAL OCT 97

THE EGOMANIACAL STAMP
(or Narcissistic Philately)

by Judy Hornaday

erhaps you know someone wont to gaze endlessly into a mirror -- double wardrobe facing
mirrors all the better -- with endlessly repeating images of one's form divine. Well, there is
a genre of stamps on stamps (SOS) that shares this trait---egomaniacal or narcissistic.
These are stamps which depict themselves within their own designs. By definition, they
reflect their own image repeatedly, or ad infinitum.

While researching a subtopic can be time consuming, as a collector I find it immensely
gratifying to carve out my own subject area, develop a list of pertinent stamps, and then
set out to acquire a complete collection. Such attainable goals seem few in philately, but
each of us can individually or uniquely frame them. They can emerge from the realization
that one finds a particular stamp especially pleasing and then pondering why that is so.

"Ad infinitum" or self-duplicating stamps on stamps (which I fondly call Egomaniacal)
came to my attention in just this way. The examples of this genre that first caught my
attention were the 1967-8 Italian set publicizing the introduction of postal zone numbers
and the 1969 Jersey set commemorating the inauguration of their post office. As it
happens, these two colorful sets of four each feature covers bearing the stamps
themselves. In fact, almost all of the 52 items identified in this category depict covers
stamped with the stamp itself. There are only seven exceptions (from Yugoslavia,
Netherlands, Nepal, Papua New Guinea {Scott 628}, Romania, Turks & Caicos).

The earliest self-duplicating SOS was issued March 10, 1952, by Austria (Scott B278) to
celebrate the Day of the Stamp. Austria repeated this idea for Stamp Day in 1956 (Scott
B297). In the meantime, only one other country---the U.S A ---had picked up on the idea,
as seen on the 1954 20-cent special delivery issue (Scott E20); the same design was
repeated on the 1957 30-cent special delivery stamp (Scott E21). A somewhat similar
hand-held cover stamp was released by Syria (Scott 412) in 1957. In the 60's, four other
countries joined in the fun: Philippines (Scott E12) in 1962 with a special delivery stamp,
followed by Italy, Thailand and Jersey.

It is interesting to note that the Italian 1967-8 issue also found approval in the eyes of the
Thai stamp designers. Compare Thailand, Scott 1024, issued 2/25/83 to recognize the
first anniversary of their postal code usage, with Italy, Scott 964-967, issued to introduce

4
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the introduction of the Postal Zone Codes. They are more than similar'

In the 70's, Colombia, Morocco, Netherlands, Romania, Seychelles, Singapore,
Switzerland and Yugoslavia entered the "competition." Great Britain, Guinea,
Luxembourg, Nepal, Papua New Guinea, Turks & Caicos, and Zil Eloigne Sesel joined
the self-duplicating throng in the 80's. At press time, the most recent and only 90's issue
in this subtopic was from India (Scott 1469) commemorating INPEX '93. All told, twenty
five countries have used this design format in their stamp production to date. ***

In stamps (unlike most of us) the narcissism of self reflection or duplication can be visually
pleasing as well as philatelically interesting. The commemorative reasons for issuing such
stamps warrant self adulation. There are six commemorative occasions that account for
almost all of the ad-infinitum releases: Postal Code introduction (13), philatelic
exhibitions (7), UPU Centenary (9), International Letter Writing Week (5), Day of the
Stamp (3), and other postal anniversaries (10).

To my eye, the most pleasing examples of the egomaniacal philatelic specie were produced
by Nepal (Scott 396) and Turks & Caicos (Scott 431-432). The appeal stems from the
heightened or magnified ad-infinitum aspect of these stamps. With the naked eye, one
easily discerns seven self duplications on the Nepal '81 Stamp Exhibition issue, with three
visible on the Turks & Caicos pair for the London '80 International Philatelic Exhibition.
Virtually all others require a high-powered magnifying glass to be able to detect and
appreciate the ad-infinitum characteristic.

So why don't you try your hand at creating a well-defined and limited topic. The search is
likely to be much more gratifying when completion is almost assured and affordable at the

same time!
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COUNTRY/SCOTT CAT. NO.

Austria B278
Austria B297
Benin 570
Colombia C598
Colombia C611-4
Colombia C656
Great Britain 1035
Guinea 1108A-D
India 1469

Italy 964, 966
Italy 965, 967
Jersey 22-5

Jersey 101
Luxembourg 648
Morocco 390
Nepal 396
Netherlands 587
Nigeria 323

Papua New Guinea 584

SELF-DUPLICATING STAMPS

ISSUE DATE

3/10/52
12/1/56
6/18/84
9/9/74
11/14/74
12/3/77
11/16/83
1988
12/25/93
7/1/67
1/25/68
10/1/69
6/7/74
9/10/80
1/24/77
12/27/81
5/2/79
10/9/74
9/7/83

Papua New Guinea 628, 630, 631 S/S 10/9/85

Papua New Guinea 709
Philippines E12
Romania 2162
Seychelles 317
Singapore 323-4
Switzerland 626

Syria 412, M1 44 S/S
Thailand 518, 520
Thailand 1024, booklet
Turks & Caicos 431-2
United States E20
United States E21
Yugoslavia 1087

Zil Eloigne Sesel 18

[Tonga 630a S/S

3/22/89
1/23/62
4/19/70
10/9/74
7/1/79
1/27/77
10/12/57
10/6/68
2/25/83
5/6/80
10/13/54
9/3/57
12/15/71
10/24/80

5/22/86

COMMEMORATED EVENT

Day of the Stamp

Day of the Stamp

19th UPU Congress

UPU Centenary

UPU Centenary

(C612 surcharged)

Christmas 1983

25th Anniv. African Postal Union
INPEX '93

Intro. of Postal Zone Coding
Intro. of Postal Zone Coding

Post Office Inauguration

UPU Centenary

Into. of Postal Code

Stamp Day

Nepal ‘81 Stamp Exhibition
CEPT-Europa 1979

UPU Centenary

World Communications Year
Post Office Centenary
International Letter Writing Week
(Special Delivery-Manila P.O.)
Max. Card Philatelic Exhibition
UPU Centenary

Postal Coding

Juphilex '77

International Letter Writing Week
International Letter Writing Week
1st Anniv. Postal Code Usage
London '80 Int'l Phil. Exhibition
(Special Delivery)

(Special Delivery)

Introduction of Postal Coding
Travelling Post Office

Ameripex 86

partial copy of stamps on S/S background -— not true "ad-infinitum" in author's opinion]
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STATE OF THE UNIT by Boris Politziner, President

SOSCU is on the way back! The call for volunteers has been heard and we have a new Secretary -
Treasurer and Editor of the SIGNAL. He is Bill Critzer and has introduced himself to you earlier in the
bulletin. The SOSCU bank account has been transferred to a branch of the same bank near Bill’s home
Philipp Ferri has agreed to help with the updating of the checklist of SOS issues. Joyce Storms has
volunteered to assume various chores and she will work with me on a unit auction. And Judy Hornaday
has played an instrumental part in the rejuvenation by providing Bill with information relating to the
records and activities of the group. The Unit is only as strong as its members. Our new editor has taken
on a lot and he needs our support. One way would be to send him a few lines about your favorite stamp,
card, cover or your opinions about our topic, themes or the Unit.

Over the years I have met many wonderful people who collected our themes and I can honestly say that I
enjoyed every contact that I had with SOSCU members. 1 have not been a good letter writer lately, so
the news of the passing of Mike Kovac came as a surprise and shock. After our last mailing, Hedy Kovac
wrote that her husband Mike had passed away in 1996. I had met Mike at various shows here and abroad
and once he and Hedy were in western New York and they spent a few hous with my wife and me. Mike
was always cheerful, generous and a great guy to be with when we were “out on the town” in London,
Vienna or Chicago. Mike talked a bit about his experiences and I know there was much more that he did
not talk about, so we asked Hedy to send us some information about his life. 'We are honored to present

her words here.

MIKE KOVAC
JUNE 14, 1918 - JANUARY 4, 1996

Mike was born in Budapest, Hungary. As a child his family moved to Yugoslavia, where he was raised
and educated to become a master electrician. Not only did he master his profession, he was multitalented
in the electro-mechanical fields as well. In 1940, he married Hedy in Belgrade. On April 6, 1941,
Belgrade was bombed by the Germans. As victims of the bombing they lost all their possessions, and

with their baby daughter Zora fled to Hungary.

Shortly after they settled in Hungary, Mike was sent to forced labor camp Bor in southern Serbia. This
camp was supervised by Hungarian and German Nazis and Mike and all deported men had to work
extremely hard and were treated badly. As focused as Mike was, he managed to escape the camp gnd
joined the chetniks and later, Tito’s Partisan Freedom Fighters, the only two groups who were fighting
the Germans. Mike’s group was instrumental in rescuing and leading to safety American pilots and
troops who had parachuted into treacherous mountain terrain after being shot down. At the end of_th’e
war in 1945, Mike was reunited with his family and shortly thereafter immigrated to Israel. Here again it

was necessary for him to be a soldier.

Mike and his family had their dream fulfilled in 1959 when they immigrated to America. As a
multilinguist he quickly learned to speak English, which was one of the seven languages he spoke.

10
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As an avid stamp collector for over 60 years, Mike’s favorites were his Stamps on Stamps and Penny
Black collections, for which he earned numerous awards. Mike was a charismatic person who was
helpful to everyone. He was a wonderful husband and father who was well liked in all surroundings and
made friends easily.

Mike is survived by his wife Hedy, daughter Zora, son Alex and his sister Magda. He is missed by all

Typaee

THE FIRST STAMP ON STAMP ?

Which is the first stamp on stamp of the world, the 1940 Mexico set of 10 or the 1935 Portugal Philex
40c or the 1921 Japan 50th anniversary of the postal service? In China, many collectors hold that the
1940 Mexican set is. They think the 1921 Japanese two stamps’ four duplicates have changed part of the
design from the original. However, according to our studies in recent years that such changes exist in
many, many cases, it is dificult to find a stamp on stamp not having any change of design, colour,
perforation or size. So we insist on the 1921 Japan as the world’s first stamp-on-stamp Do you agree?

Charles Ouyang contributed the above question. How do you feel about it? Let your editor know and
I’ll publish the results in the next issue.

UNIT OFFICERS AND EDITORS

All matters relating to the SOSCU and this publication should be forwarded to the Secretary - Treasurer
and Editor at the address on the masthead of this issue.

President: Boris Politziner Grand Island, NY
Vice President: Joyce Storms Branchville, NJ
Secretary/Treasurer: Bill Critzer Los Altos Hills, CA
Of Counsel: Judy Hornaday Mission Viejo, CA
Editor: Bill Critzer
New Issues: Phillip Ferri Zurich, Switzerland
Joyce Storms
Auctioneers: Boris Politziner
Joyce Storms
Master Checklist: Bill Critzer

Phillip Ferri

11
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NEW ISSUES
Edited by Philipp Ferri and Joyce Storms

New issue listings are meant to be timely and are necessarily restricted to the available information. which can be sketchy.
Expanded data will be available in the SOS Checklist Update. which occurs annually. The editors welcome members'
submissions of new issue data and illustrations. Key to the abbreviations:

A. = first stamp

B. = one stamp

C. = two stamps

D. = three or more stamps

.A = of the issuing country

.B = of a foreign country

GR = graphic representation
SY = symbolic representation

PB = Penny Black

F = belonging to the series

/Date Country # Values Stamp Repro Event Scoft #
ned X 9177 New Zealand (435G 40.80 ¢ BA (1899 Locals) Centenary Pigeon-Gram
2> 970120 Czechoslovakia 3.60 k BA Stamp Jubilee 2978
/970206 Palau A3 51 BA (#C10) 50th Anniv. SoPacCom 413
—> 97 03 27 India 2x2re BA (#4) 100th Anniv. se-tenant
970329 Indonesia |70/~ 2 300.7001p BA. DA Philatelic Jubilee 1701-02
l// 97 04 08 Germany 96 100p BA von Stephan-UPU
9704 17 Australia [sas 45¢ BA (Type A50) QE I 50thAnniv. 1595
9704 21 French Polynesia 02679, 85 fr BA(#176), BA(#59) Official Stamps 026-27
%7 0507 France 2574 3fr SY Philexjeunes ‘97
970510 Argentina 4x 50+50 ¢ 2xBB.2xBA Mevifil '97 se-tenant
970523 Austria B3by 27+130s BA (#5) Wipa '2000 B368
70525 Uruguay 2x1p.3x2p SY Youth Collecting strip of five
970577 Monaco 2033 ,-l—f 2x3 fr SY.SY Int’1 Philatelic Expo
70529 Monaco 4.90 fr AA.BA 150th Anniv. US 2034a
v 970529 Marshall Islands 50c. §1 6 x BA.CB 150th Anniv. US 631-37
¥/970529 United States 3137 12x50¢ AA (#1) Pacific '97 3139 mini-sheet
970530 United States 3140 12x60¢ BA (#2) Pacific '97 3140 mini-sheet
,/970627 SanMarino [4040- 4x801 FESYE .. 120th Anniv. se-tenant
DA (In margin) 150th Anniv. S/S

/970630 Hongkong gz 59
934 Sams o M/s
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